
   It’s like a scene out of a Harry Potter book: 
the familiar feels strange, and the strange, 
familiar!   It’s not witchcraft—it’s Trinity’s 
library!  Don’t worry, you won’t be faced with 
moving staircases or talking portraits, but you 
will see changes.  
   You may recall that we have reorganized the 
collections to use each floor more efficiently 
and provide additional teaching/learning/study 
space.  The major reorganization took place 
over the summer and here is what you will find: 

First, the fun stuff
   Check out the top floor of the library—
especially the central patio. We said goodbye to 
our old, 1970s model, rusty wrought iron and 
said hello to comfort with our beautiful new 
outdoor  furniture.  The  patio  is  now  a 
non-smoking area so everyone can enjoy it on 
a nice day.
   You may also notice new furniture on the 
north, east and south axes of the fourth floor. 
We made these changes in response to student 
requests for more quiet study areas and more 
computers.  As with the rest of the library, 
the fourth floor has wireless network access 
throughout, making access easy for those using 
laptops.  However, some laptop users have 
told us they prefer the security of wired power, 
so we’ve tried to place seating near outlets 
wherever possible. Note that a number of tables 
and seats include outlets at or near the surface. 

Shifting collections 
   Over the summer months, we completed 
a major shift of the collection. We installed 
additional banks of compact shelving on the 
ground floor and moved all bound journals to 
that location.   They are shelved in call number 
order, as they were before.  This shift enabled 
us to consolidate the monographs collections on 
the second and fourth floors.  
   As you may know, this process is entering 
its final stages of completion and will make 
access to the print journal collection more 
efficient.

So, the monographs are where? 
   Call numbers A-L are on the second floor, and 
call numbers N-Z remain on the fourth.  Call 
number M (music) remains on the first floor, 
near the collection of recorded music.  It is now 
on the north end (behind the stairwell).
   Library staff are here to help if you find 
yourself lost in a formerly familiar building! 
We know that shifting collections can be 
disorienting, so don’t get frustrated: ask for 
help! 

What’s all this about JSTOR?
   Over the summer, we moved out print copies 
of older journal issues that are duplicated 
electronically by the very reliable and highly 
regarded JSTOR collection.  JSTOR was 
created in 1995 as a project of the Mellon 
Foundation.  If you are not familiar with 
JSTOR’s mission, one of its earliest purposes 
was to reduce long-term capital and operating 
costs of libraries associated with the storage 
and care of journal collections (see its mission 
statement at http://www.jstor.org/about/mission.
html).  It has grown into a comprehensive 
archive of important scholarly journal literature, 
and gives us access to many titles that Trinity 
did not own prior to our involvement with 
JSTOR.

Stability
   With its multiple mirror sites and unique 
structure of co-ownership by over 3400 
institutions of higher education in the U.S. and 
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Education                       	 Benjamin Harris  
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English                              	 Michelle Millet
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First Year Seminar           	 Michelle Millet  
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Government Docs            	 Jeremy Donald  
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Women & Gender Studies        	 Christopher Nolan  

Liaison Librarians            We’re Picking Up the Tab
   Maybe you’ve gone to publishers’ 
websites where the journal article you 
wanted was clearly there, just waiting 
for you to provide a credit card.  Then 
you had to make a decision:  how 
much am I willing to spend vs. how 
much do I need that article now.  While 
we can’t help with every decision in 
your life, if you’re pondering the pay 
vs. delay question for a journal pub-
lished by Elsevier, the answer is fairly 
simple:  you place the order, we pay 
the bill.  
   We have the pleasure of picking up 
the tab because we made the decision 
last fall to cancel subscriptions to our 
journals published by Elsevier.  As a 
group they were expensive, and we felt 
that the cost per use was significantly 
more than if we just paid the going rate 
of $30/article.  So far our budget has 
benefited from this decision.
   More importantly, faculty who use 
this service have benefited.  Now you 
can order an Elsevier article from your 
computer and have it delivered imme-
diately to your desktop—in living color 
if that’s an important feature for your 
research or teaching.  Any article from 
Elsevier is available, not just those to 
which we had a subscription. This in-
cludes the back volumes of most of the 
2200 journals published by Elsevier. 
Because it comes to your desktop, you 
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can print it, save it, or manipulate the 
contents as you so desire.
   The most difficult part of the process 
is memory-based.  You need to log in 
with a department-specific username 
and password, and you must remember 
to access Elsevier’s ScienceDirect plat-
form through the library’s website.  We 
distributed this vital information back 
in January, so if you need a refresher 
on how to access or order an article, 
please contact your library liaison.  We 
have established departmental budgets 
for our pay-per-view service and will 
do more than squeak if funds drop 
precipitously, but a spirit of moderation 
and cooperation has thus far prevailed.
   We’re happy to point out that faculty 
who haven’t needed this service also 
benefit, because some of the sav-
ings have been used to acquire other 
resources that we would not have 
been able to afford otherwise (like 
the Chronicle of Higher Education 
campus-wide subscription).  In addi-
tion, this fall we were able to avoid the 
annual journal cancellations that have 
plagued all of us in recent years.
   Sometimes picking up the tab just 
seems like the right thing to do.

--Barbara MacAlpine, Associate Professor, 
Library
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